READER NOTE On Monday (if all goes according to plan) this page will redirect you to a new home page at www.urbansurvival.com. Don't freak out...I should have everything back to normal and the changeover should occur Sunday morning early which will make it hopefully almost transparent to users. Job Numbers Improve Or at least that's what this Labor Department Press Release is selling: "Total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 162,000 in July, and the unemployment rate edged down to 7.4 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Employment rose in retail trade, food services and drinking places, financial activities, and wholesale trade. Household Survey Data Both the number of unemployed persons, at 11.5 million, and the unemployment rate, at 7.4 percent, edged down in July. Over the year, these measures were down by 1.2 million and 0.8 percentage point, respectively. (See table A-1.) Among the major worker groups, the unemployment rates for adult women (6.5 percent) and blacks (12.6 percent) declined in July. The rates for adult men (7.0 percent), teenagers (23.7 percent), whites (6.6 percent), and Hispanics (9.4 percent) showed little or no change. The jobless rate for Asians was 5.7 percent " Our usual callous look reveals: -
Of the 162,000 jobs, 132,000 were estimated into existence by the CES Birth Death Model. -
The Alternative Measures table U6 came down to 14.0% from 14.3% last month. -
But to make the numbers play, the underlying labor force was (presto!) decreased by 37-thousand and... -
...even in spite of that the labor participation rate has down another 1/10th to 63.4%. The market looks about flat to open and gold is down $20 well under the recent bounce through $1,330, so whatever comes next oughta to be fun. Meantime the Velocity of Money at M2 is continuing to collapse, which is why the economic stimulus hasn't stimulated much except a bloated balance sheet: I'm just the guy waiting for the next gray area to start on the right, there. More After This… Snowden Lands in Russia Which has lead to the US denouncing and carrying on. Mainly because Snowden let on how Constitutionally questionable surveillance is widespread and ongoing. Do you doubt it? Well, our next story oughta clear that up... Big Data Follow-Up A while back I outlined in a Peoplenomics report how "scoring" of your searches would likely be used to figure out who's a national security risk. That was printed in yesterday's Coping section of this column, too. Now, if you haven't seen this story, you need to go read it: It's about a SWAT raid on a home where the hubby was looking up backpacks and the wife was Googling pressure cookers. Knock-knock... Unreal, huh? I wasn't lying to you when I explained how to build a "scoring algorithm." The story is going mainstream, though. Michele Catalano's site over here has the first-hand account. But wait! There may be a tie-in of a former employer in this....so it could all head for lawyer land next... Or, is it all truth or is it disinfo to hide the scoring system? Sheesh! --- Also worth noting: "Armed agents raid animal shelter for baby deer..." --- I must apologize for referring to 'Merica as a Police State Lite. My use of the word "lite" was inexcusable. Change you can believe in....jawohl, mein..... 'Merica Burned OK, besides being led into a surveillance state, what else could go wrong? I mean besides being misled/lied to about the levels of radioactive pollution coming off Japan's nuclear disaster. --- Not as much coverage of the Gulf dead-zone. How Dumb are Crowds? A reader in Arizona points to a recent article in The Atlantic about "The Stupidity of Crowds" and hopefully adds "...but we are not insects." If it votes, like bugs, acts like bugs, puts up with whatever like bugs, ain't it maybe bugs? Jakarta Straight Talk From our intrepid bureau chief, Bernard Grover in Jakarta, Indonesia: "Contrary to popular belief, Indonesia doesn't take US jobs. It is low-cost provider to China, who in turn takes US jobs. Since the US no longer has jobs and nobody has money, China's imports are declining and it's hitting SEAsia in the wallet. So y'all break out the credit cards and get busy over there, would ya?" Well, doesn't that just give you the warm and fuzzies? More after this… Coping: A Manufactured Ammo Shortage? Ha! My friend Howard disagrees with my contention that government buying and federal pressure is the reason for the ammo shortages in America. In fact, he sent me a very long emails about this: "I'm amazed how frequently you don't listen to your own core principles. For example, if everything's a business model, then why can't you see that who profits is the main way to see who is causing a situation? Thursday, you repeated the completely spurious conspiracy theory (not once, but twice!) that Obama and the supposedly anti-gun crowd have engineered an ammunition shortage. Complete bull shit, to put it mildly. Who profits? If every deranged and even the sane gun nuts are frightened into buying mass quantities of ammunition, the same way they bought guns from a bogus fear of shortages and seizures during the first four years of the ONLY ADMINISTRATION TO EXPAND GUN RIGHTS IN OVER 50 YEARS, then the manufacturers and right wing fund raisers make out like bandits, which they are. 1) Plant fear of what might happen that will create shortages or even outright banning. 2) Schedule a plant shutdown or other temporary supply chain interruption. 3) Release tons of mainstream media press with video shots of empty shelves. 4) Double the price of the product, all the while selling more units. Rinse and repeat. In this great book of modern archeology, an Arizona U team went to a number of landfills and studied the layers of garbage. One fascinating thing they found was a huge spike in discarded beef that happened right around the time (newspapers of the time providing temporal markers) of the Great Beef Shortage of the late 70s. Turns out people did so much panic buying when they heard the news of shortages that they couldn't reasonably consume all the beef they bought, so ended up throwing it away. Now think about this -- during the same time that the number of households owning guns has declined from 40% to 30% of the population, the number of guns owned by those households has more than doubled, the prices have skyrocketed, and Smith and Wesson have reported ten times the profits per year. Yet you glibly blame the "gun-grabbing liberals"... Sucker. If you aren't part of the solution...yada yada...." What? Sorry, no sale! And that's the point: no sales. The economics of ammo run out like this: XXX price times YYY rounds equals initial sales figures before mass ammo buys and federal however they do it. Today we're at XXXXX prices times ZERO which means NO SALES. So I'm sorry, I've talked to too many people who are down at ZERO purchases to swallow the assertion that prices are high to squeeze additional profits out of the market. Read my lips: NO SALES! Zero times whatever price is still ZERO! Just this morning a reader sent me a note: "This offer on bulk .22 ammo just crossed my desk. It might solve your supply issue...." By the time I got there - in minutes - guess what?  Small quantity of cheap foreign ammo gone! So the math is not there and yes, I'll cling to my claim that the gun-grabbing liberals have become the ammo-grabbering while "talking-a-good game" liberals. But the math is still unassailable: Zero sales times whatever price you care to pay is still zero revenue. There ain't no right-wing conspiracy but there is federal purchase orders for over a billion worth, so who you gonna believe? Liberal claims or government P.O.s? So if you are in retail, maybe run a pawn of sporting goods story, and actually can run some sales figures, please send them along because I'm sure my phone will ring this morning in a few minutes with Howard telling me I'm wrong and there's no arbiter like units and price data...so send it along and help bail me out here because this is ridiculous. --- A couple of readers were kind enough to send me offers to sell a block of .22 but I'm going to decline. Arranging such a purchase could be characterized in lots of unsavory ways (by equally unsavories) because of how regs can be interpreted, so I will practice throwing rocks instead and keep us all out of trouble with the Offishul Department of Whatever. --- One of Howard's other points with me was he's still biting on the global warming herring, telling me about the hottest July ever. OK, sure for the US, but my friend Claus in Tanzania offers: "Regarding global cooling: I've not run the numbers here, but weather this (African) winter here in Dar is much colder than last year and people who were born here say it is unusually cold. And that's on sea level and just 6° South of the equator - 22° - 24° C. " So weather patterns are changing, but it still may not be the end of the World. Good related discussion can be found here. The old statistics joke still holds: A statistician is a man who puts one foot in a fire and one in a block of ice and swears "On average, I'm comfortable!" Disagreements between friends come down to facts...so I'm in the collect more facts mode now. With When We're '64 A little more than 60-years ago, my mom and I were walking home from the grocery store where we'd walked (about five blocks) to pick up this and that in the way of food. Grocery stores were more widely dispersed, back then since most people still walked places to get food. As we walked by a large brick home that had recently been built, a woman appeared with young boy at her side, and she and my mom got to talking. This woman and her husband were new to that part of town and one thing led to another. The mom was a hairdresser by trade and my mom was of the stay-at-home sort, so before long, my mom was "babysitting" (more properly child care, these days) and the young boy and I became fast friends. Over the past 60 years, we've shared all kinds of adventures, including riding our bikes impossibly long distances (50-miles in a day was nearly impossible on old-style bikes) and we were chased by a hatchet-wielding hobo. We also both sort of fell into ham radio around age 13 and we've kept in touch some of the time that way, over the years. Still do...and still in Morse code. The nuts don't fall too far from the tree, turns out. Our sons, like us, are off on "life trajectories" similar to our own. His son was in the top of his class at Air Force Academy and again in his masters out of MIT. He's another up and coming officer planning to be a test pilot. My son, on the other hand, hasn't settled down into finishing his "papers" yet, following the old man's style of "Let's do some "doing" first and paper it later. So he's the EMT, epidemiologist tech who jumps out of airplanes to keep life interesting...60-some jumps and climbing. Tracks of the boys are interesting echoes of their dad's footsteps. Since our sons have never met, they've missed the bonding that comes from almost burning down a church (when one of our camps made as kids) set off a brush fire in a vacant lot next door to it. Of the special bonding that comes from dropping a waterproof cherry bomb into a sewer to see what happens. We did lots of other things to keep life "interesting." Building hot air balloons out of plastic laundry bags and sending them aloft with M-80s on about 10-minutes of time fuse, for example. The sound when these went off was inspiring. It was still possible in the late 1950's and early 60's to go through a Huckleberry Finn stage because life didn't yet include political correctness training or learning that such antics would (50-some years after the fact) be categorized as terrorism. That's what boys did back then, if curious and smart. They tried stuff out, pushed limits, explored...crazy stuff, often enough, but we got to know our way around the world through a lot of "doing". Maybe aided at times by an older brother of his, who had mastered model airplanes, perfected building "smoke bombs" and who later became an accomplished mechanics, hunter, and reloader... Having done lots of dumb-kid things, I think it taught us a lot of respect for the "real deals" in life. So first item of business this morning is a round of congratulations to my life-long pal Major R. J. Carter, US Army Retd. 64 years today and still rolling strong despite hanging around with a nerdowell for 60 of those. And an old Beetles song for our wives is likely in order, too. Someone oughta do an update of that for, oh, 84 or 94 next. Dangerous Peanuts Speaking of family and people and such, an email from hyper-allergic daughter Denise is important: "Dad! A little girl died two days ago from peanut allergy. In her dad's arms at camp. He was a doctor and he gave her 3 epipens before she stopped breathing! She died anyway because this disease is a merciless killer. Could you please share my video on your website, spread allergy awareness, and save some lives? Please? PEOPLE ARE DYING. I could be next. I'm trying to get the word out about this important research study..." My own allergy to peanuts seems to have gotten worse over the years and when Elaine and I were in New York recently, I had to use a couple of puffs on my inhaler because some bozos behind us on the train behind us opened up a bag a peanuts and were crunching away. As a "peanut-sensitive" can you please ask next time you open up a bag of nuts in an enclosed public place? "Any allergic to peanuts?" would be nice. Stuff can kill and most people don't think about that.. Vitamin Talk More from readers on my vitamin-taking: "Good selection of supplements, I agree! You might consider adding Lysine (lie seen, ha ha) to your regimen; C and Lysine are the original heart formula of Linus Pauling in rather large quantities. I’m fairly sure addition of it to my mother’s regimen at the age of 94 extended her life for several years, I actually listened to her heart before and after my sister and I started it...." Consider it done...And reader Bill wonders: "Hey George, what about coq10 something you talked about in at least one of your pieces?" I take a CoQ-10 every other day, or so. There are some that I toss in when I am feeling less than 110%: Another gram of C, CoQ10, and don't tell anyone this, but sometimes even colloidal silver when I'm coming down with something. Haven't come down with anything in a long time, though...but shhh!!! This is NOT medical advice. Go talk to your doctor. OK, off to a busy weekend of site work...so hopefully, you'll still find UrbanSurvival intact Monday morning for our next update. Bring friends... Write when you get rich... George Ure (george at ure dot net) ****************************************************************** Here are some useful ways to spend your money... ****************************************************************** Now on the www.peoplenomics.com website ($40/year premium content) CJ’s Boolean & Investing in the Ganzfeldn> This weekend, reader CJ in Connecticut (who sadly missed out meet-up back there in June) has a very well thought-out question about how economics works…so we will dig into that. Then we’ll ponder how comparative risk between assets classes may be starting to come loose from its moorings…and the ice cream Saturday…er…sundae will be considering how to invest in the Ganzfeld. Before going there, however, a twinge of Gestalt from our usual quick survey of this morning’s headlines. You’ll want to pay close attention this morning because we’re going to use the news to do some ad hoc “Event scoring” as a way to intuit the future and make better investment decisions…as we arrive at another system of handicapping the future on our way to the $2-dollar options window… More for Subscribers To Subscribe, CLICK HERE Need Logon Assistance? Click here P.S. Don't forget: Peoplenomics subscribers are what keep the lights on at UrbanSurvival....since subscriptions there offset the expenses of this site. George Ure's latest writings... Amazon has free Kindle reader aps for Win 7, Win 8, Mac, Android, iPad, and many others if you don't have a Kindle. There! You have no excuse to keep from reading my stuff... Tell Your Friends about UrbanSurvival Please pass along word of this site to your friends by simply clicking here to send 'em a short email to check out the goings on 'round here... Last week's report is always here. Thursday August 1, 2013 Your Country Is In Trouble When.... This morning's report is a bit longer than usual, but with good reason. Despite the distractions of small-fry stories of late (babies and trials and such) there are a number of very big stories like the NSA spying mess which deserve thoughtful consideration because they will steer the country's future. So read this morning's Coping section below. Since our roots are economic, we start with the generalization that "You know your country is in trouble when a lousy 1.8% annual growth rate" spurs the Dow toward new all-time highs. Have we lost our freaking minds? Not only has the ring-around-the-nose crowd ignored historical precedents, but worse, seems damn few are able to comprehend that living on borrowed money eventually ends badly. Especially when the bookies we've been borrowing from (can you say China?) come knocking looking for dough. While economic leadership both in Washington and NY should be checked into rehab, out comes this morning's report on job cuts from Challenger, Gray, and Christmas: "CHICAGO, August 1, 2013 – Job cuts declined slightly in July, as employers announced plans to reduce payrolls by 37,701 workers, down 4.2 percent from 39,372 planned layoffs in June, according to the latest report on monthly job cuts released Thursday by global outplacement consultancy Challenger, Gray & Christmas, Inc. Last month’s total was 2.3 percent higher than a year ago, when 36,855 planned job cuts were recorded. Employers have now announced 296,633 job cuts since January 1, which is 7.3 percent fewer than the 319,946 job cuts announced in the first seven months of 2012. At the current pace of downsizing, which is averaging 42,376 job cuts per month, 2013 will come in below the 2012 year-end total of 523,362, which was the lowest annual total since 1997 (434,350). " Still, no one seems to care and this week's revisions to how GDP is calculated seems intent on continuing the national delusion as long as possible by a sneaky upward revision in GDP based on "virtual goods." With the market set to open a hundred points higher this morning, the next upside level for the S&P seems to be the 1,740 range. In the meantime, tomorrow morning we'll get new "offishul" unemployment data which will no doubt show the continuing decline in the number of 'Mericans still working.... Yet despite the certainty of collapse when the dollar dies in a heap, anything less than disaster oughta goose the market up even more. No point checking into rehab until we have to. At gunpoint. Speaking of the Loan Makers Loved the email from our resident war gamer this morning, since we're on borrowing from China... "George, I enjoy a nice container of Chinese now and then, but it seems my "live in fame or go down in flames" USAF plans a different way to "contain" some (or all) Chinese. The rub with treating a rising superpower like one's enemy is that they might actually BECOME one's enemy. & But then, for all we know, they might have ALWAYS been the enemy. Someone must assume that mantle for the world to be right. So look for some strategic te ta te between the Dragon Empire of the Eastern Pacific and "the land of the free" in the days and years to come. As you frequently remind your faithful legions, "everything is a business model." Cheers, " Maybe Robert Ringer's book is still making the rounds. Winning Through Intimidation . Near as I can figure it, my friend, its an infinitesimally small move from "creditor" to "enemy.... Now, since we're in the moneychanger mindset... Creative Mortgage Solution? Keep an eye on Richmond, California, where the city is trying to use eminent domain to take over a block of 624 private homes which the city could get for 25-cents on the dollar. Am I the only one who notices that at the macro level, mob rule is arriving with government taking of private property likely to go crazy? Just this morning there's discussion in New Jersey of using eminent domain at the Jersey Shore. There may be a silver lining in eminent domain, however: Near as I can figure it, one way for Detroit to get out of bankruptcy would be to employ some creative finance: Use eminent domain to confiscate all property that's unoccupied for six months for nearly nothing, then refi it, and lease it back for 99-years or offer it for sale dirt cheap. Take the spread and have fun. Detroit could own lowest cost of living of anywhere in 'Merica. So much so, in fact, that "Detroiting" could become a new national model....of course it screws the CMO holders, but mob rule doesn't care, even if that would trash CMO holders which might include banks which in turn would....forget that, the only ripple that matters is this one in today's muni finance world. Continuing with my Structured Finance 503 lecture, selling the existing city to a New Detroit Public Corp, (a municipal corporation) then allows us to strip out the retirement obligations of old Detroit, which in corporate terms would be a leftover shell with only retirement obligations and those could be dumped on Obamacare and Social Security when our buyout of the Old Detroit ends a few billion short of what they need... sh*t like this is common on the private side, so wtf, why not in public finance? New Detroit becomes a city-state unto itself and a little India of the Midwest... Hell, I should run for office. Mexico's Slo-Mo Revolution Of course the MSM isn't calling it that, but the drug cartel whacked a Mexican Navy admiral this week and so now arrests are underway. Between Mexico and Afghanistan, do we need to invent a new word like drugvolution? "Designed in California"? While a certain computer company mentions where a lot of product engineering is done, we notice the report that they seem, according to this report, to be parking $82.7 billion offshore. Of course, Apple is not alone: HP, Intel, and Google have many billions offshore, too. Clearly, designed in California must refer to tax planning=. I figure if a product is sold in America, it oughta be taxed as though made here, since to do otherwise simply shoved jobs to India and China and no, that's not protectionism so much as self-preservation. Especially since Fearless Leader is planning to give yet more tax gifts to BigCorps and punish small business with still higher tax rates. You can tell who's administration has thrown in with the corporate coup, huh? Quake Watching, Doom Porning There was a post on Godlike Productions last night which predicted a 10.0 -plus quake this morning in the Marianas Trench/Challenger Deep area and said everyone should seek shelter. We'd sort of los interest in global coastal events, but the specificity of this one made it past our filters. If you're reading this, it didn't happen. If you are reading this after the fact, then whoever this poster is deserves immense respect and someone in government oughta talk to 'em about who their connection is and how that works. --- Meantime, as we sailed last "doom time" we note that disaster porn is as rampant as always. Just the other day I got flooded with emails about the much heralded "black hole in the sun" report that had people scrambling to get under the bed. With about 30-seconds of clear-headed thinking the worries were dismissed around here: First because the photos of the sun were several weeks old and thus any "piece that broke off and was heading for earth" should have destroyed the planet weeks ago. Then there's the little matter of it only being an area of dim infrared which (not to be an I-told-you-so'er) is common because the Sun is having an epic fail solar peak which will leave the earth much, much cooler over coming years. And if you do a simple search on "record lows" you'll find that this past weekend in Illinois involved records to the downside. The cold drew down the Mississippi to St. Louis, too. Since weather moves west to east, the cool in the northeast today and colder'n heck up in the Pacific Northwest. On the other hand, the temps here in East Texas continue bumping along at relatively warm upper 90's for the most part and we don't have any significant outlook for rain. All of which is continuing the Drought Bowl conditions and these, in turn, will likely push food prices up still more. Still, the disaster porn types cheerleading for a global coastal wipeout may be able to beat the soaring price of protein: Having fish delivered by a mega tsunami is certainly a novel idea. The Big Bulger Question The defense in the Whitey Bulger case up in Boston is entering the popcorn phase today. In case you've forgotten, Whitey's been accused of multiple murders as a mob boss over the years and if that's where the story ended, fine, just another trial. But, it's not. Bulger was a long-time informant for the FBI and there seemed to be a system of protections in place that extended all the way to Washington CD and FBI HQ and maybe the Justice Department, in this one. The million dollar question, which could be asked of Bulger if he makes it to the stand is for the defense to ask one very simple question: "Did the FBI or other law enforcement officials every suggest someone you should kill?" My old "news nose that knows news" wonders if before Washington could just fire drones, if they didn't have other means to shut people up - for good? Coping: With the Reality of XKeyscore It's not very often that we nail use-case and software development as accurately as this, but a couple of weeks ago I wrote up for www.peoplenomics.com readers [SUBSCRIBE] how to develop a scoring algorithm for electronic surveillance of an entire country. After you go here and read how "NSA tool collects 'nearly everything a user does on the internet' come back here and read how such systems, even using meta data, can pose a serious risk to personal freedom. In the interest of wider public discussion, here's the "How it could work" part of that Peoplenomics report from July 20th: --- Peoplenomics extract --- "Let me run through an example of how this can work. As a practical matter, the first thing you’ll need will be a huge government data center. As luck would have it, exactly such a center is now under construction in Utah. In terms of what will feed into this megalithic computer empire, we already know that bank and credit card transaction information is likely to be there, metadata about cell phone calls and possibly landline communications as well.
As long as we’re at it, let’s also toss in a real-time feed from Google which can be traced back to your Internet protocol numerical address. That could give government keen insight into the kinds of websites we're visiting, which in turn will reflect our personal tastes and philosophies of life. Sexual peccadilloes, too, if any.
In the book I begin with the example of a John Doe who wakes up to the sound of a colleague from work calling him on the phone.
“Hello, this is John, who’s this?”
“Hi John, this is Abu and services in IT at the office, and I wanted to talk to you about your computer. You know, I have been working on it and I would like to have your permission to backup your hard drive over the Internet because you’ve apparently had a head crash at some point and you’re experiencing errors. Would that be okay with you John?”
“Well, sure Abu of course you can and thanks for calling. I have some pictures of my wife on their from her birthday party and I wouldn’t want those to get lost, but you guys in the IT department do what you need to do. I’ll be in early on Monday in case anything needs attention that. Hey! Thanks for calling to I really appreciate that.”
It all seems like such a simple transaction to occur: a guy from the IT department on work calls on Saturday morning, there in doing some computer work, he wants to do something your hard drive, he has enough respect for you that he calls you up on the phone, and you tell him he can backup your computer.
Except for one ugly fact. Abu happens to be on a government watch list because he is not from America, and as a result, his cell phone is subject to more or less constant surveillance. This means that at 9:17 AM on Saturday July 20th you received a phone call from someone under surveillance.
As a result, now your telephone number, which is keyed back to you and your spouse, is about to get wrapped around the axle of a wider government operation.
The way to envision this type of algorithmic surveillance program working is quite simple: we will use a simple scoring system because it’s very compact, numerical in nature, easy to score, and incredibly powerful.
In the development of our hypothetical scoring technique will give everyone in America – hypothetically about 230 million individual dossiers – an initial score at a very low level. Let’s call this level 10.
Obviously, someone who doesn’t understand how the security elite place themselves above the people being surveilled might be somewhat confused.
“Why not simply start everybody gets zero?”
It's a reasonable thing to ask. However, the people who are in the surveillance business would never like the messiness of becoming involved in their own machinations, so they would devise a system where negative scoring (special status) would be granted to them, exempting them (and their families).
The alternative approach, would be for them to simply be exempted from having a dossier collected on them completely, but everyone has a boss who wants to keep an eye on things, so a low (or even negative score) but still being in the system would be how to build it.
Either way, those in the spy business get to behave separately and distinctly – without review – from the general population under surveillance. So back to our Saturday morning: Let’s further suppose that on your way home Friday afternoon you heard a story about how terrorists were targeting the Internet’s soft underbelly. Maybe you had read something or heard something about how IT platforms that controls data operations could be hacked by enemies of America.
Having a few minutes before the coffee since Abu's call, you decide to pop online and do some searches, not realizing that your initial score of 10 initially granted to you because you’re just an average guy (or gal) has already been bumped up to a score of 14 by virtue of having received that called from the foreign – named fellow in the IT department.
As you go through your search, and the search engine feeds your queries back up to the Big Black Box center, you begin to get off the beaten track a bit. Maybe you wander into a government website where there is a discussion or a PDF file related to attacking America’s infrastructure online.
Unbeknownst to you, once you cross a specific search trip-wire, your IP address may be noted.
This is clearly stated on many government websites such as the U.S. Army’s Internet portal available for civilians who have been granted access. However, when it comes to matters of national security, the government likely feels no compulsion to tell anyone (except our big security database scoring system) about the visit of your IP address (your computer, right?).
All of a sudden, but again with no notification to you, your Current Threat Score (CTS we'll call it), has now been bumped up to 23.
Ah, at last: that first cup of coffee is ready. And as you sit there, idly wondering how all this terrorism stuff works, you seem to remember from the old days in school and oddly titled book titled “The Anarchist’s Cookbook.”
What the hell? Wasn’t Friday payday? "I wonder if I could find that book on Amazon," you ask yourself with that, you hit the world’s largest online retailer, login not realizing that you are now traceable back to our big security Center database, and you begin trying to find that book.
Silently, your current threat score has just increased to 37.
“Hey honey, could you run to the store for me? I almost ran out of gas coming in the driveway last night, so the car needs gas and as long as you’re out we’re out of gas for the lawnmower and the edger, and don’t forget Billy Sue needs some gasoline for his go kart to.”
“No problem dear I’ll get to it right away. I need to get a few things at the grocery store to so is there anything you need there?”
“Well, gosh, as long as you’re going there, why don’t you pick me up a couple of boxes of laundry detergent. I like to have several boxes on hand if we can get them on sale.”
Being the good spouse you are, you trundle off to the store and noticed that laundry soap is on sale.
Not only is it on sale, but this is the best price you’ve seen in probably five years. We did say yesterday was payday, right? Let’s load up on half a dozen boxes of this as long as were here. Happily loaded to the gills with groceries and six big jumbo sized boxes of laundry detergent we now go to the gas station.
Let’s see now, your car takes 21 gallons of gas when the tank is absolutely empty, you have a 5 gallon jug of gas that you give your son for his thinking around with the go kart, so that’s what 26 gallons? And there’s that other 5 gallon jug which you make premix and for the chainsaw and the two cycle weed Whacker. That comes up to 31 gallons of gas. Once again, halfway across the country, the terrorism suspect scoring algorithm notices the following: first you bought six boxes of laundry soap which is an unusual amount for you because you have a family of 3.2. Oh, the system knows it was you who bought the laundry soap because you wrote a check and it was confirmed with your use of your super-duper discount card at the grocery store.
That got the attention and an escalation to 52 on your threat index because large quantity purchases may indicate hoarding, which in turn may indicate a month which in turn may insinuate an antigovernment or at least a noncompliant kind of attitude.
Not exactly the kind of person to be trusted.
But now it got worse, when you filled up the car because the system already knows that your license plate number is XXX123 and that is tied to you and your spouse. What’s more, yet another SQL table has informed the indexing code that the maximum amount of gasoline that should never be purchased by you should be in the vicinity of 25 gallons.
This act in and of itself further increases your score to 61 in the threat index. But suddenly, another subroutine kicks in, and all of a sudden the score reflected in your dossier climbs to a remarkable 65.
What happened? In George’s fantastic algorithm for terrorism surveillance, all goods are coded as to their applicable in the to make terrorism, subversion, and sabotage devices.
Obviously, since napalm is built out of gasoline and the detergent, your score jumped quickly even though your specific purchases may have been done innocently. On the way home, you seal your fate: a visit from officials of the government who wish to interview you about your recent activities.
Your final straw that got you over a visit threshold score of 75?
You stopped at RadioShack and bought a few electronic parts as well as some batteries and although these may show up on your receipt as incidental household items, they could also be timer chips, circuit boards, diodes, relays, capacitors, and maybe even an altimeter sensing switch.
You go home, oblivious to the fact that sometime in the next week you may have an official visit. Or, more subtle means may be applied such as regressive software which will look more into your personal background and purchase history.
Say, what’s this 640 round canister of Russian military 7.62X 39 MM ammunition that was purchased five years ago from the online ammunition store? It doesn’t take very much work by a competent investigator (or back-testing software) to determine if you are likely to be an antigovernment agitator, saboteur, or terrorist.
--- end Peoplenomics extract --- So that seems, indeed, to be roughly how it works. Not a bad approach and simple to implement from a software perspective. It is, after all, just a "use case" and some high speed SQL indexing. Toss in a $2-billion data center in Utah, a government massive load-balancing project and you'd have it all. All, except for a tiny nit of a problem: The Fourth Amendment: "The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized." With the Second Amendment already circumvented through ammunition purchases, the 5th Amendment in trouble, I doubt that many in Washington will have the mental acuity to see how the corporate coup is taking down another Amendment, now playing in a country near you. Under the new regime, being a tax slave is now probable cause, it seems. And today's big whoopdy at the White House on topic will undoubtedly be more platitudes and pandering on top of lies and diversions. Why the Federal Trade Commission can't enforce "truth in advertising" laws against politicians is beyond my feeble mind's ability. But the oath does demand protection of the Constitution from "...all enemies, foreign and domestic."
Another Second Depression Indicator It's always good to hear from my friend Claus Dettelbacher in Tanzania...and his note this morning is of particular interest because it deals with one of the traditional outlets of the middle class: "Hi George, Guess these figures would be interesting to you: (Link to story) After all, cameras are the 'luxury goods' of the lil man and the (former) middle class. A good indicator in my eyes (pun intended). Best wishes, Claus " Claus, who I've mentioned to you many times as the author of "The Pre-Revolution Handbook: How a non-violent constitutional movement could transform collapse into rising freedom & real change " certain has a keen eye for detail. But, then again, so does Ure's truly: I figure it is just a function of having all those new cell phones on the market which incorporate built-in cameras. In fact, near as I can figure at the moment, the highest resolution cell phone available right now is the Nokia 808 PureView Unlocked Phone with a 41 MP Camera with Carl Zeiss Optics--U.S. Warranty (White) . Holy crap! Sure, it's a bit spendier than my $80 dollar Tracfone LG LG800G with 1200 Minutes and Triple Minutes for Life!! (Tracfone) but, then again, it's not the newer 840-G model. Even so, it comes with 2-megapixels and both pictures and video's...which are them emailed back to our "mothership" computers. Like I say, part of me wants to think that photography is alive and well, but the purpose-built cameras are, in fact, losing head space. People are getting more and more used to having "everything-in-one" convenience. Which gets me to the point here: I'm beholding (in amazement) how my "matrix approach to life" is coming to pass. What that means is that we are in a marvelous part of financial/economic/industrial history at the moment when each potential development node is being "built-out" to see if anyone will buy the resulting product. So because a cell phone has a battery in it, anything else in your entire daily life experience that uses a battery becomes fair game to be included in the evolution of some "ultimate, be-all, end-all" cell phone. I'll give you an example of what I mean: Take that remote control for your TV/DVD/Home Theater rig of yours. It has a remote control, right? Well next time you wind up one too many and lose the remote, you can grab your handy Samsung Galaxy S IV/S4 GT-I9500 Factory Unlocked Phone - International Version (Black Mist) that you've paid a mere $623 for and using WatchOn, you can get back to surfing channels before the Ibuprofen hits. Another household item you have that runs on a battery is a flashlight. Oh, sure, that was built in to the Nokia 1280 Beamshot series, but with so many phones handling apps, there are scads of apps that simply turn on all the phone's LED's on the screen (some with different colors) and that's that. On the other hand, with a space $500 laying around, you could pop for the Nokia Lumia 928, White (Verizon Wireless) for $500 (!) which comes with a flash-system for its onboard camera. I can hardly wait for additional battery-driven tools to be introduced and maybe, just maybe, someone besides me will see the wisdom of building a "power takeoff" into cell phones to run useful workshop items like a plug-in electric screwdriver or perhaps a mini- Dremel tool. Or, maybe a toothbrush...you know... a link-up between LG or Samsung and SoniCare, right? Yessir, buy 1200 more of those triple minutes for life and you get a tube of (fluoride-free) toothpaste! Say, you don't think a special ladies phone with an extended vibrator app would sell, do you? Why then we could invent lubricated cell phone covers! We'll all get rich! Virtual Oshkosh I don't know if I'll be able to score any credits in the FAA WINGS program for this, but I did two virtual sessions online from the annual ultimate airshow going on this week up at Oshkosh. It's called Airventure 2013 and it is THE place to go if you're a pilot and have a ton of cash burning a hole in your pocket. Since I only meet one-half of the criteria, we didn't go, but the FAA has put on some dandy webinars from up there and I logged two hours yesterday learning about what maintenance an aircraft owner can do themselves, and more important, what the regs are regarding when an entry has to be made into a log book to return an aircraft to service. A few of the hints included learning where to get a complete copy of all your aircraft official paperwork on CD (here) and a process to organize all the paperwork. So, if you're a pilot and don't have enough suck points to score time off during the pilgrimage to Oshkosh, there are plenty of seminars and webcams and even live aircraft audio to be had (cams and audio here). This airport is now the busiest one in the world and it has been a remarkably safe event...which is amazing because I've heard tell that they do things like simultaneous landings on two halves of the runway and things like that to keep things moving along... Art Bell's Return Word is that long-time late-night radio legend Art Bell will be coming to XM channel 104 this fall. The show, which will be dubbed "Art Bell's Dark Matter" will originate from his home studio near Pahrump, Nevada... OK, which matter's why? Well, last time I checked, Art had one of the most impressive large loop antenna installations in the world. I seem to recall it's a full wave 80-meter loop up about 70-80 feet on four towers...so with his return to Nevada, does that mean W6OBB will be back on the ham bands more often? --- Another hand radio note: I'm putting together an updated version of my "Gentle Intro to Ham Radio" for the followers of www.backdoorsurvival.com. No, Gaye still hasn't gotten her ticket yet, but I'm after her and survival hubby to get active at least on the two meter band. --- And my lifelong pal (since age 4), who turns 64 tomorrow, has been having RF "in the shack" issues in his 20-froot camping trailer. So we've been troubleshooting that with 0.1 uf caps and ordering clip-on ferrites to keep the low-band antenna from lighting up the trailer's LED lights. Around the Ranch Summer brings a unique set of mysteries to the ranch...one of which is how a 55-gallon drum of diesel, about 2/3rd's full, managed to have an algae bloom in it, which means I'll be trying to rig up a "fuel polishing" system one of these days. Lots of dope on this on sailing/cruising websites like here. Just a reminder that there are two distinct problems when storing diesel. One is the preservation part (which we've talked about before and there are several good products for that) and the other is the growth of algae. One product out there which promises to dissolve the algae slowly is called Fuel Medics 37364 Diesel Cleaner for All Diesel Engines, 32-Ounce and while it's not cheap ($30) is may be cheaper than buying a couple of Raycor filters and a small pump, getting some fuel hose and building a REAL fuel polishing set-up. And on the Kubota tractor (which has been getting some exercise keeping the rifle/pistol range hacked down, I found I could buy Wix filters for about 50% cheaper than the Kubota OEM brand...and since I seem to be using a few of them... I'll look at the fine print on the diesel cleaner when it shows up...since some chemicals aren't recommended for use on plastic fuel tanks...and no, I don't think Kubotas have stainless steel tanks... Meantime, speaking of cleaning up the range, we've been looking for the return of .22 ammo for plinking and darned if we can find any 500-round bricks at anything near reasonable prices. I'm still kicking myself for not buying up a dozen bricks of the stuff back when Wal-Mart had it for $15-bucks a block a few years back in the days before Ammunition Control in lieu of Gun Control. But don't get me started on that. That would no doubt set off a firestorm of emails from gun-grabbers who would ask me if I'd seem how George Zimmerman was pulled over here in Texas and had a gun in his possession. But I'd say there was no arrest, so why is it anyone's business? Oh wait! I forgot: The (corporate-owned) media needs to keep the media histrionics ramped up otherwise there will be millions people pissed about ammo disappearing.... But that then leads us into the NSA spying story...but since that was our lead story this morning, been there, done that. So...time to 'hit it and git it' so more tomorrow... Wednesday July 31, 2013 Just posted for Peoplenomics.com subscribers: Colors of Money Although I can fairly be accused of being something of a whiner about how the US economy is managed, I’m usually right more than 50% of the time in the end. And president Obama’s likely nomination of Larry Summers, if it happens, likely would improve my batting average even further. Nevertheless, I’ve come up with an idea this week which would – at a stroke - make congress, the White House, and the American people seem 50 IQ points smarter when it comes to money and economics overnight. While you let that one roll around in the noggin, we’ll stop to smell the headlines and the coffee…Say, did I mention growth sucks? More for Subscribers To Subscribe, CLICK HERE Need Logon Assistance? Click here There's a good article over at www.backdoorsurvival.com on EMP which is worth a read this morning... As we'll be back with another fun-packed review of present world insanity tomorrow morning at 8 AM Central... Tuesday July 30, 2013 Housing: Still Semi-Stuck As expected, the Case-Shiller/S&P Housing Index came out this morning and the accompanying press release goes like this: "New York, July 30, 2013 – Data through May 2013, released today by S&P Dow Jones Indices for its S&P/Case-Shiller1 Home Price Indices, the leading measure of U.S. home prices, showed increases of 2.5% and 2.4% for the 10- and 20-City Composites in May versus April. Dallas and Denver reached record levels surpassing their pre-financial crisis peaks set in June 2007 and August 2006. This is the first time any city has made a new all-time high. The 10- and 20-City Composites annual returns rose slightly from April to May as they posted the best year-over-year gains since March 2006. All 20 cities increased from May 2012 to May 2013 and from April 2013 to May 2013. "The chart above depicts the annual returns of the 10-City Composite and the 20-City Composite Home Price Indices. In May 2013, the 10- and 20-City Composites posted annual increases of 11.8% and 12.2%, respectively. " That's often as far as the superficial press gets, but the real truth (experientially) of how the market is doing is not reflected in that first chart which is month-on-month change. Rather, it shows up in ther second chart which looks at prices over the long term. As you can see here, prices are still stuck back in 2004: One other tip here, if you're trying to make sense of things is this: Remember that these prices that Case-Shiller/S&P track are the prices paid. What that doesn't take into account is your costs if you are actually selling and moving. While the nominal market price of the home may seem to be the same now as in 2004, you'd need to back out roughly 10% on the selling end to cover points, commissions, moving costs, and so forth. When you back out the actual experience of buying and selling, the net to the homeowner is likely back in early 2003 some time... Which means? You'd be doing well to get out of a house what you paid for it in 2003. But wait! There's More! Just getting the same dollars our 10-years later doesn't address inflation! You need to basck out a further 26.902% for inflation because $100-grand doesn't buy as many CrackerJacks as it did in '99. So on a purchasing power basis, what do you think? Sometime in 1999 or 2000? Cheerful bastard, ain't I? Minding the Store? You'll have to forgive me if I take a cynicism pill this morning: With the Middle East peace talks starting up in Washington today, trying to avoid a global meltdown from starting in that part of the world, you'd think the boss would be on hand to offer encouragement and do some cheerleading for reasonableness. Nope. Instead, the president is off to to Amazon's new operation in Tennessee to talk about jobs and will offer something of a "grand bargain" to solve the nation's job woes. Been waiting five years for something? Oh goodie. I can hardly wait to see what kind of corporate tax breaks go to the big corps but not the little businessmen in this latest dispensation from on high. To be fair, a 25% tax on manufacturing is a baby step toward onshoring a few jobs. But when congress can't even figure out how to pass a legally required federal budget, the odds of this being anything other than a Same Old New Deal, good old college try, seems pretty damn slim. Both political parties need to be held accountable for our fiscal trainwreck which is summaried as up against the pin: Tomorrow, new GDP figures will be released and they'll no doubt show that the total outstanding public debt is well above our GDP. Something that's sure to come back and haunt us. Oh...and in answer to the question "Who's minding the store? You may not like the answer... New Word of the Day With the NY Times out this morning, laying bare the "Hype Over Hospital Ratings", it's time for another UrbanSurvival New Word du Jour: Hypespitals. (PayPal me a nickel if you use it....) When the Saudis Speak... Prince Alwaleed of Saudi Arabia is a realist: He's quoted as saying that his country needs to hurry up its economic diversification out of petroleum because all the shale work in the US is a direct economic threat. When a story like this makes the rounds, it usually has in impact on oil prices which have come down under $104 on the futures markets this morning. What his princessness doesn't mention is that while fracking is a short-term bonus for the US there are longer-term issues. For one, fracked wells tend to put out oil or gas in more of a "shark tooth spike" on production charts and they don't follow the formerly predictable decline curves of conventional drilling. Also, there's a lot of speculation that the long-term amount of energy recovered may be less, although much faster. Then there's the link between fracking's ugly leftovers - water injection wells - linked to seismic activity which people up in Fracklahoma are experiencing now on a fairly regular basis including miniquakes like this one this week....or this one. So yes, the prince is right, but just because fracking is a short-term fix for the world's energy demand, there's something of a balance to be struck between quick economic recovery and long-term (payback's a bitch) from short production spikes along the top of Peak Oil. Sure, anaerobic oil may be real, but no way in hell can a million years of accretion being sucked out at present consumption rates be characterized as sustainable. What the prince didn't seem to mention was depletion in the Kingdom and rising water cut....but that's one reason I don't think oil will go under $100 until the economic bloodbath of a major downturn comes along in October/November. Just a dart, but an intelligent throw, I expect. Massive Explosion Somewhere in here I should mention the huge propane plant explosion in Florida last night. No one dead, 8 or more injured. The New Terrorists? We've been telling you for several years about the US war with Mexico...but it has been largely an invisible war, punctuated by inane comments about immigration balanced off by our border acting like a pressure relief valve for Mexico's failed economy. So this morning I'd draw your attention to a series of articles that begins to position Mexican cartels as terrorist organizations and which may presage more militarization along the southern border... Judgment Day Later on this morning, the penalty for Bradley Manning's release of classified information is expected. The prosecution side pictures him as a terrorism supporter, the defense saying it was an act of conscience. --- I'd offer that the right to a speedy trial is mostly myth as any fool can plainly see: Manning's arrest came on May 10, 2010. The decision coming later today...likely. On the other hand, the Fort Hood shooting took place on November 5, 2009. That trial still hasn't gotten underway, and may not until next week. And, simple multiple appeals are likely, it may not be decided in our lifetime. Such a long delay in what seems like a clear-cut case mystifies more folks than me. But already the coverage of that one is ramping up. Losing Afghanistan With the release of almost 250 Taliban in an attack on a jail, the theory of Afghanistan being able to hold itself together is going up in smoke. --- One particularly cynical UrbanSurvival reader suggested we arm both sides in these conflicts. (Which sounds like a variation on the old military saying "Kill 'em all and let God sort it out...") I grudgingly admit that might slow immigration to Europe....but even I am not that cynical....yet. If You Smoked A panel says you should put lung cancer screening on your checkup list. Interpretive Headline School I just don't know how to take this headline....a commentary on America's sexual attitudes or a great double entendre? "78 percent of young women approve of Weiner..." Uh....how'd they mean that? Gosh, I would have thought the poll would have come in closer to 69% regardless.... Old Nazis Are still in the US, says a report over here. Seems no one else wants 'em, either. Say, you don't think any of them have programmer offspring here, do you? Coping: Lyle Alzado, Vitamin B-50 & Vitamin Testing To borrow a station promo from WOAI in San Antonio overnight (1200 AM if you're in the area) "Don't take new vitamin B-50 unless you want to end up like Lyle Alzado." The station is running special reports this morning on the vitamin, if I follow correctly. Here's what we can "dot-connect" here: Lyle Alzado was one hellavah fine football player - and also one of the first to admit taking anabolic steroids and fessing up publicly (details may be found here). He died at age 43 of brain cancer - which he attributed to steroids. Fast forward to this week and we have a warning from the Food and Drug Administration that certain B-50 compounding may contain steroids. From the official press release... "...the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is warning consumers that they should not use or purchase Healthy Life Chemistry By Purity First B-50, marketed as a vitamin B dietary supplement. A preliminary FDA laboratory analysis indicated that the product contains two potentially harmful anabolic steroids—methasterone, a controlled substance, and dimethazine. These ingredients are not listed in the label and should not be in a dietary supplement. “Products marketed as a vitamin but which contain undisclosed steroids pose a real danger to consumers and are illegal,” said Howard Sklamberg, director of the Office of Compliance in the FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation and Research. “The FDA is committed to ensuring that products marketed as vitamins and dietary supplements do not pose harm to consumers.” The FDA has received reports of 29 adverse incidents associated with the use of Healthy Life Chemistry By Purity First B-50. These reports include fatigue, muscle cramping, and myalgia (muscle pain), as well as abnormal laboratory findings for liver and thyroid function, and cholesterol levels. Females who used this product reported unusual hair growth and missed menstruation, and males who used the product reported impotence and findings of low testosterone. Consumers using Healthy Life Chemistry By Purity First B-50 who experience any of these symptoms should consult a health care professional and report their experience to the FDA. Using anabolic steroid-containing products may cause acute liver injury. Some of the cases reported have resulted in hospitalization, but there were no reports of death or acute liver failure...." I'm one of those people who believes that moderate use of vitamins and nutrient supplementations over time can improve one's health, but as always we recommend regular blood work and close coordination with your healthcare professional. My own daily vitamin/nutrient regimen consists of celery seed, lots of vitamin C, magnesium, L-arginine, black cherry extract, turmeric, huperzine, and bilberry/lutein. On top of this is a good solid multi-vit plus zinc and a baby aspirin with a meal. Every other day a small amount of boron and a B-complex formulated for allergies. This is not a recommendation - again, see your health professional. It does, however, seem to work for me. I think the way to test vitamins is to add one to your regimen, use it for a month, and note any difference in weight and how you feel. Blood pressure and periodical blood work-ups periodically, too. My collection of "additives" works well: The celery is a mild diuretic which works excess salt through the system. The magnesium is to hedge against heart disease. That's more a preventative strategy because we get so much calcium in our diets. The L-arginine is written up here (see all tabs). Since I am very conscious about eyesight, the difference is optically noticeable between being on vitamin C, bilberry, and lutein for me. Many of the popular "eye improvement" compounds use these, and other ingredients. Black cherry extract seems to improve gout (though it may be partial offset by the L-arginine) while turmeric has reported effects fighting osteoarthritis and last year a study suggested it may lower risk of type 2 diabetes. The huperzine A may be useful in preventing Alzheimer's disease and it also has a documented effect improving memory. The multi-vit and baby aspirin are based on heart-health studies. I have experimented with a lot of vitamins and supplements over time. But when I add a new one, like Ecklonia Cava, I use it for a month and try to discern any noticeable improvement in health, clarity of thinking and so forth. In that case, I didn't, so after showing promise, I couldn't see any discernable difference...but again, YMMV (your mileage may vary!). Likely the next one on my personal vitamin trials list will be gingko biloba which is reviewed here for dealing with cognitive impairment and a related discussion of potential drug interactions here is something you should always look at (with your healthcare providers) when trying new additives. The only regret I have about my personal vitamin "trials" is that I didn't start the process 30-years ago...the results are not quite like the difference between driving a Chevy and a Porsche, but something along those lines in terms of how the brain and the body respond to performance demands. European Solar BS We've got a small solar installation, by most standards...putting out only about 3.5 kW of grid-interactive solar at best. Still, while most of our neighbors are paying $300 (and on up) for really comfortable A/C settings, our bill for last month was only $161 and we left the servers and A/C on while we were traveling. So, you can imagine how ticked I was to read about how in Spain this month, energy outfits "owns the sunshine" that falls on private property! These thieving rotten bastards didn't even allow a vote on it, near as I can find. Not that the US if perfect, although we haven't started taxing Sun yet: ON the other hand, we may be the world leader in taxing rain water, as this Google search lets on. Near as I can figure it, bureaucrats aren't very smart. Faced with outraged publics who don't like being spied on and taxed to death, do you think increasing tax burdens and "making up" new things to tax will settle down the herd? No sir! Just piss 'em off more, you can be certain of that. With any luck, a lot of these horrible EU tax ideas (and things like bail-ins test-run in Cyprus) will stay away from our shores. But, thanks to plenty of fluoride in the water, and psychoactive medications, only a few genetically advanced sheeple are likely to notice, thus ensuring that a bad idea one place, like Spain, will eventually become a bad idea everywhere. I keep this poem handy for stories like this one: "Tax his land, tax his wage, Tax his bed in which he lays. Tax his tractor, tax his mule, Teach him taxes is the rule Tax his cow, tax his goat, Tax his pants, tax his coat. Tax his ties, tax his shirts, Tax his work, tax his dirt Tax his chew, tax his smoke, Teach him taxes are no joke. Tax his car, tax his grass, Tax the roads he must pass Tax his food, tax his drink, Tax him if he tries to think. Tax his sodas, tax his beers, If he cries, tax his tears Tax his bills, tax his gas, Tax his notes, tax his cash. Tax him good and let him know That after taxes, he has no dough If he hollers, tax him more, Tax him until he's good and sore. Tax his coffin, tax his grave, Tax the sod in which he lays Put these words upon his tomb, "Taxes drove me to my doom!" And when he's gone, we won't relax, We'll still be after the inheritance tax " Most of these taxes didn't exist 100-years ago. Which brings me to a rather obvious question: Has public education gotten better of worse, you think? Near as I can figure it, when teacher pay started coming from taxes, the education community responded with a long-term "teach them to love taxes" strategy. The old management axiom holds: What gets rewarded gets done. Reader's Writes Reader Crisp gets a nod this morning for properly anticipating one of today's news stories...the one upcoming about Fearless Leader heading to Tennessee today... "It will be interesting to see how Obama uses his appearance (Tuesday 7-30) at one of Amazon's fulfillment centers (Chattanooga TN) to communicate his talking points to Amazon/public on jobs and the economy. After several months of continued bad press on jobs in the U.S. and some articles stating more people have gone on food stamps than have landed a new job during his five years in office what is his purpose with visiting Amazon? Perhaps it has something to do with the national media attention given last week to Amazon announcing it would be hiring 7000 workers soon, that's good news correct? Well this happens every year with not only Amazon but all online retailers, late July is the start of the recruitment kickoff to staff up on temporary workers for the holiday shopping season. I don't like to say Christmas shopping season because sales really start in mid-October with Halloween related items going through Thanksgiving, black Friday and into Christmas. Almost 40% of most online retailers sales are squeezed into the fourth quarter of the year, can you imagine how much merchandise has to be stocked ahead of time to get ready for this, but I digress..... Could Obama give a nice little "look how well Amazon is doing" speech tomorrow trying to ride their coat tails on his favorable business climate resulting in 7000 new jobs for them? I can see him pandering to Bezos and Amazon's liberal leaning officers on how more businesses "should" be successful and resourceful like Amazon, use some ingenuity. Remember these 7000 jobs are temp jobs throughout Amazon's 12-14 centers, evaporating on Dec 24th in the early morning hours after third shift is through shipping next day air for all those orders placed by procrastinating males. If Obama tries to spin this, as I suspect he will, it will remind me of the recession of 1991 when jobs were tough to come by and Dan Quayle is riding in some town and asks the limo driver to stop immediately in front of a burger king. He had a small press corps with him I can't remember where it was or all of the details. Dan walks up to the fast food joint and shows the press/camera's a help wanted sign on the front door. He genuinely starts laughing and says "see there are jobs in the U.S. you just have to go find them". I am paraphrasing on his quote but it so reviled me at the time being an unemployed construction worker watching this out of touch buffoon laughing about a minimum wage job. From that day I began to buy in to the intense criticism Quayle got from not only the media but several republicans in DC. My point is "out of touch" in DC is it the norm or is it purposeful? As the old saying goes the more things change, the more they sure as hell seem to stay the same. Keep em' straight George, Regards, Crisp" Yup....though it's more than a full-time job. Tomorrow: Peoplenomics readers get a lesson in "The Color of Money" - and our usual rambunctiousness will recycle some more electrons here again Thursday. Monday, July 29, 2013 March to City-States Obamacare to "Save" Detroit? We can't help but notice from raw irony in how Detroit, due back in bankruptcy court this week, could become a poster child for Obamacare. The reason, as the New York Times explains in more detail over here, is that by pushing (early) retiree healthcare off onto the Obamacare system, that would reduce the city's future financial obligations and, depending on how you push the numbers around, could become a keystone to working out a plan to avoid bankruptcy proceedings from moving ahead. Not that other cities are not having a tough go of it, as well. Chicago is quickly burning through its cash reserves and we have to wonder if mayor Rahm Emmanuel shouldn't have spent more time playing SimCity when younger. "Hand me that 5/8ths Woonsocket, would'ja?" That Rhode Island city, not to be confused with the similar-looking left-handed skyhook, is increasing property taxes 23 percent. By doing so, they take another bold step toward being the first city in America to taxing people more than they make...a sadly crowded field, indeed. As we spiral in on Ben Bernanke's departure and the arrival of (please God, not him!) Larry Summers at the fed, Governing.com has a useful resource that shows government unit are marching out back for that final cigarette before the blindfold and wall. The real solution, which Peoplenomics.com readers will receive in Wednesday's report, is going to uniform government worker retirement programs and multi-color currency. I know that'll keep you guessing, but I've been rereading lots of (first) Depression economic books of late, including some rare ones, and it's amazing how much of what we're facing now has been around before. The Week Ahead Since this is the end of the month this week, we should be braced for some predictable things that will happen. Oh, sure, there is a pending home sales report due out later on this morning, but that's not nearly as important as tomorrow's Case Shiller/S&P Housing Index report which continues to be the gold standard of non-government truth detectors. Housing prices stuck at 2003 by a month on month happy chart would be my dart toss. Speaking of truth hurts, then on Wednesday morning, our "First Things" section in Peoplenomics will be assessing the new GDP figures. This is always a statistical nightmare being the worst mash-up on self-referential percentages imaginable. Once we get down to the actual constant dollars up or down of it, we can then infer whether the collapsing velocity of money will continue down, or whether it will try to level off a bit. And one other economic highlight to keep an eye on is the price of gold which usually has some kind of a month-end beat down so the commercials can sop up something to deliver. As any summer Monday should be, this promises to be a somewhat predictable week, after all. The Point of Iraq? Oh, sure, we went into Iraq to develop ways to control people's harvesting of heritage seeds, develop purple finger inks, and defend the West's interest in heavy duty oil reserves. But now that will pulling back to the US mega consulate, we see a wave of sectarian violence returning with more than 60 Shi'ites killed in the latest bloodshed. Down the trench a ways, we have Syria's government scoring a major victory over rebels (backed by the west) in Homs. Continuing our matutinal stroll southward, we hear Israel whining about the price of peace talks. Then, before heading to the throne room (as a result of all this exercise), we finish up at the south end of Western influence with Egypt disorder causing much hand-wringing in places like the Wall Street Journal. It is, sorry to say, same hike and the same crap, as most mornings. Maybe for tomorrow's stroll, we'll do the other side of the sandbox. Whatever. Hot Reader News Tips We get plenty of news tips from readers about stories that may not be getting front page (above the fold) play in the mainstream media, but which have captured reader attention. Here's a sampling of where reader revelations are pointing today: Keep sending in those news tips. While I don't have time to acknowledge every one of them, they do serve as an important backstop to make sure we're on top of things, instead of things being on top of us, as it were. US Department of Mind Control? If you don't know what Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation is, you might want to look at how DARPA is trying to control how people thing. Err, experimentally, of course! Yet Another Worry Like you don't have enough, right? Well check out how it turns out that earthquakes increase the release of trapped methane gas... No fair inventing terms like globalfart, please; this is a family website. --- Statistically, we're due for a 7.0 within a week to 10 days...so keep an eye open for that. Urban's Headlines of Obviousness "Spanish train crash driver 'admits being careless.' Yah think? "Pope Francis: Who am I to judge gay people?" A Monday Marketing Notes We can't help but notice the contrived headlines designed to keep Hillary Clinton in the public's mind. One example is "outrage" about companies the Weiners to the Clintons. Which must be truth, since it's in the NY Post, after all. The National Review Online gets an honorable mention for "Get Ready for All-Hail-Hillary Movies: In the run-up to 2016, Hollywood plans to turn out "evenhanded" biopics. Sure." The John Fund article is a must-read. And if you think this is all crazy, it all pales in comparison to Hillary's high glam lunch plans at the White House with Fearless Leader. I trust you know who picks up the tab, right? *(see mirror for answer) Wait! Doesn't Hil still owe us some straight answers about Benghazi? Not that it matters in the marketing of soap or its slipperier relative politicians. As H.L. Menken instructs us "The truth that survives is simply the lie that is pleasantest to believe." Lies repeated to quickly become facts. Proof by Assertion 101. That Stalin killed more than Hitler but escapes harsh historical reviews is a fine example of political marketing. Coping: Filling Nostradamus Our long-term reader/contributor G.A. Stewart (which he's not off being a techie) is one of the world's leading Nostradamus thinkers. His website over at www.theageofdesolation.com is where he sells a thoughtful book on how modern times are fulfilling many of the prophecies of M. Nostradamus, whose history you can catch up on at Wikipedia. Since I like to keep you abreast of things - preferably before they happen - we have an interesting discussion of how some hints of things to come may be coming along over the next year, or so: "George, Got to thinking... 1260 DAYS AND TWO WITNESSES FROM THE BOOK: May 23, 2013: “One thousand two hundred and threescore days” from December 10,2009 and Barack Obama’s Nobel Peace Prize. I think the two witnesses have flown under the radar in the countless riots that have erupted in the United States and Europe. Nondescript, they are fighting the good fight and they will probably appear somewhere around May 23, 2013. MAY 20, 2013 Edward Snowden... leaked details of several top-secret U.S. and British government mass surveillance programs to the press. Snowden left Hawaii for Hong Kong on May 20, 2013... MAY 23, 2013 Code Pink’s Medea Benjamin Interrupts Obama Speech The Code Pink activist confronted the President on drones, Gitmo Also take a look at this, maybe you can work with it on your bench. Nostradamus Sixain XXVII Fire from space from the Western side, From the mid heaven, running to the East, Worms half dead without finding a root. Third Age of Mars the warlike, One will see fires shining from the Carbuncles, The age of the Carbuncle will bring famine in the end. The “Third age of Mars” appears several times in the Quatrains and Sixains. It is an obvious reference to World War III... “Fires shining from the Carbuncles” is a reference to laser weaponry. Interestingly enough, a carbuncle is anyone of the scarlet and crimson varieties of garnet where the stone is cut with a convex face. There is an ancient legend that Noah used such stones to illuminate the ark. This arcane bit of myth shows just how fine the weave is to Nostradamus’ tapestry regarding the future and the past... THE NEW BESSEL BEAM WEAPONS BESSEL BEAM TRACTOR BEAM APRIL 18, 2013 THE SCIENCE OF BEAM WEAPONS Revelation 13:13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in sight of men. Nostradamus Quatrain V-81 The royal bird [Eagle] over the city of the sun [Rome, Italy] , Seven months in advance it delivers a nocturnal omen: The wall of the Orient [China] will fall lightning and thunder, Seven Days the enemies directly to the gates. MY LOOK AT PSEUDOSCIENCE Kindest Regards, Stu" Neat stuff to think about. But it highlights one of the great problems of trying to discern the future, namely, that most all the things in our immediate future have already happened before to some degree, or another. In other words, War - just to name one - is a fairly universal thing. Hence, since we have 193 countries (plus or minus the Vatican, Kosovo, and how your score Monaco and others) it seems hard to come up with an exact number....but they don't all see eye-to-eye, so it's a reasonably safe bet to forecast a war breaking out almost any old time, for example. Stu's work is not the final word on Nostradamus, so in addition to his you may wish to follow John Hogue's work where he gets into one of my pet curiosities: Is Ray Mabus the MABUS of Nostradamus fame? Not to put our "ghoul on" but in Nosty's Century 2 Quatrain 52, Hogue's translation of the Mabus quatrain goes like this: "Mabus very soon then will die, [then] will come, A horrible undoing of people and animals, At once one will see vengeance, One hundred powers, thirst, famine, when the comet will pass..." Which leaves us with some mighty uncomfortable twitching's as Comet ISON is due to be putting on a spectacular show late this year. We'd suggest plenty of check-ups for the Navy Secretary between now and then while we ponder what an undoing of people and animals would be like. In the meantime, our "grow food or die" advice seems common sensical, especially since a trip to the story will about kill your savings, anymore. Dollars to Carringtons One of my local ham radio buddies reminded me this week to be sure and copy of the Voice of America Radiogram Sunday, so as soon as I checked in to the Texas state RACES net* on 40-meters I was off to copy of the VOA Radiogram. I really like the Radiograms for a simple reason: IF the internet ever went down, as it would in the event of either EMP, terrorism, or another Carrington-type massive solar event, in the aftermath one of the few ways of getting news and official information might be to take that old laptop out of the (*Faraday shielding) garbage can, along with that shortwave radio, and hook them up so you can get news (and some grainy pictures, too) without relying on the grid or Internet necessarily being around. A 12-volt battery and some solar panels would be useful, however. Digital modes, times, and frequencies may be found over here. No, my discussing this isn't to try and sell you on Ham Radio as a hobby, not that it would be a bad thing, mind you. Instead I want to focus on one of the stories which sort of slid under our radar last week called "Major Solar Storm Could Be Heading For Earth." There are two-and-a-half reasons for drawing this to your attention. The "half" is background you should already have picked up, namely a purported report that NSA leaker Edward Snowden has [purportedly] outed a remote viewing outlook that calls for a massive solar event this fall. Mind you, I'm not sold on remote viewing's accuracy for much except present-moment work, but that does make Carrington stories worth tracking. Which gets me to noting that VOA is a more, or less, official US government news operation and so when they decide to mention solar flares, I hit my story & source counter and think "Hmmm...yes it is interesting, but it is meaningful? Is there some motivation for this discussion? We could speculate all week on this one, and in the end, be nowhere further than where we are right now. We'll know by next January. Nevertheless, so noted. The second point is that this is the first time I have seen someone in the MSM (what could be more msm than a govt. news operation?) put a dollars and cost figure to some future Carrington. Salient quote: "“We are estimating that 20-40 million people might be without power from anywhere up to one, even two years," he said. "That has to do with the critical issue of replacement transformers. That number of people without power could result in an economic cost somewhere between $0.6 trillion to $2.6 trillion.” So that adds up to 2½ reasons to be watching for large space-weather events this fall. --- * You did read this part on the RACES page? "Activated by local, county and state jurisdictions and are the only Amateur Radio operators authorized to transmit during declared emergencies when the President of the United States specifically invokes the War Powers Act." Doug's Complaint We've been talking a good bit about movies, reports how movies are reported as flops, although they seem to end up making money, and such. Well, reader Doug has a pretty good insight into this stuff: "Hi George, I love going to amusement park ride movies like The Lone Ranger, but has it occurred to the prophets of doom that most folks have big screen tv, surround sound and some combination of cable and rentals? Three of us saw the Ranger, one of those was a kid, and we got matinee prices, but still left the theater $50 plus lighter in the wallet, after snacks, $4 water, etc. The Blu Ray will cost less than that, and we could see it anytime. So the case for going to the movies is weakening, while I suspect the movies are getting more eye time. Just not in theaters. That likely means trimming the famously bloated costs in Hollywood, as feature films can now be made on a shoestring - outside heavily controlled Hollywood. Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow was filmed in, essentially, a warehouse in Houston. Plus, more money is spent on both video games, and porn, now, than feature film viewing. So the eye time is getting pulled away, and special effects are in the dang video games now. Still, the so called flops do mighty well, in the end. But theaters have stiff competition from flat screens, as far as I can see. Doug" What he doesn't mention is that there's no pause button at the movie if I want to get up and pee, or freshen a drink, answer a phone call, or whatever. Then there's the public health risks that run the gamut from getting a cold to MRSA to Aurora.... So yeah, I'm not particularly keen on going to much of any large gatherings, myself. Is that a sign I'm turning into a recluse? Oh, I suppose that's one way to look at it, although the Scottish heritage or just being rational are others... Reader Alert Big Changes Around Here I have been continuing to do ground work on converting UrbanSurvival to a single platform; a variation of WordPress. There are several reasons I'm going down this path, but the main one has to do with automatic indexing of content, speed, improved access for mobile device/phone readers (using responsive display templates) and much more. When we make the change, the usual HTML page will disappear and you'll be whisked (via a redirect page) to the new site. One of the few stumbling blocks is installation of chart displays and I plan to knock that one off about mid week. In the meantime, we have gone to expanded cloud functionality, so if you notice that UrbanSurvival loads faster this week, there's a reason for that - comments on page load times are welcome. Our existing cloud provider does a fine job of hosting - we couldn't be more pleased, in fact. But there are service providers who cache our content such that readers often get stuck reading day-old material. Remember: Next Monday (if all goes smoothly) our /week.htm page will take you to the easier to maintain/responsive/easier to search pages if all goes well...
Chart of the Week! Before the chart, a little background: Once upon a time, a long while ago, I observed during my quest for 'truth' in economics, that the PowersThatBe, the talking heads on the teeve, and the other information sources that actively engage in the programming of humans not to think, had conveniently swept several trillions of dollars that disappeared in the Internet Bubble's bursting (since spring 2000) under the rug. Surely, it wasn't unnoticed by the thousands of people who called brokers and said "Where is my money?" "Gone, but hang in there as you're a long term investor!" was about all they heard back. So one of our charts for Peoplenomics subscribers oughta be widely circulated - it shows that if you line up the peak of the Dow in January 2000 with the peak in early September of 1929, we're on a very very close replay track. Much closer than even the chart shows if you were to back out inflation, and put in the effects of 1929 deflation, but that'd be real work, and I'm sort of lazy if the truth be told. No, it's not a perfect replay of 1929, but history doesn't repeat exactly, it only rhymes. So think of this as the rhymes and the crimes chart: "George, that's only a coincidence!" your monkey-mind will protest. Just so in your world perhaps, but not in mine.. Why sure it is...you bet. A 11-year long coincidence...yessir....just a coincidence, we're like SO sure... (Shhh...don't tell anyone that major Depressions are two-part coupled affairs like the linkage between 1920-21 and 1929, OK? Damn, dude...don't spoil it for the sheep...) Oh...don't forget to "Write when you get rich!" George Ure, The People's Economist Breaking News Bulletins are posted as our work schedule permits and as events warrant. · I try to publish Mon, Tue, Thu, and Fri around 8 AM Central Time/ 9 AM Eastern with 7:55 Central pretty normal. If you're easily offended by the occasional typo, then check about 8:15 Central we occasionally proofread and spell check after the first post. We've had some amusing typos in the past... for these the earliest editions are sometimes funniest. Commentary Not Investment Advice Financial and news judgments of the publisher are likely not "judgments" at all. Could be a dart throw, bottle spin, donkey-tail pinning, dice roll, or just reading the pine needles so it's not to be considered "advice." Come on, bucko, own your Life. Mine's complicated enough already. Disclaimer Please read and understand our disclaimer. How many times do I need to tell you READ THE DISCLAIMER! Our legal dept. sobered up one day and said to mention this several times. Have you read the disclaimer? Copyright Notice All original content © 1997-2013 by George A. Ure except sources as linked. Very short extracts are occasionally used under 'fair use' but never entire articles without permission. That would be beyond 'fair use'. We're not making a business model out of other people's hard work like many sites. Instead, we're making a business model off our own keen insights, rapier wit, soothing advice, and thus, we are abjectly poor as a result. Copyright of all linked articles is cited under fair use as topics chosen for referencing to a specific site (long wave economics and humanistic economics, which we call "Peoplenomics" and so on) are occasionally good examples of what we're talking about. Congruence between this objective and what happens here depends of caffeine uptake and moon phase. Copyright infringers will be pursued, and please note that Fair Use requires identification of the author/source and we require a link which when you think about it is really minimal recognition of our works and the works of those who are quoted herein. Say, did I mention you should read our site disclaimer? More at Peoplenomics.com Our premium service, which contains more in depth reports (more frequently proofread, too) is available on a $40/year subscription basis. Details at www.peoplenomics.com/subscribe.htm. Contact Info Site Contact: george@ure.net Display This site is formatted for viewing at 1024 X 768, Firefox or MSIE 8.0 or later and a current version of the free Adobe Acrobat Reader for certain linked articles, available free from Adobe.com at URL: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html © 1997-2013 (and 2014 if we get there) Copyright Notice: The author(s) of this site requires that any links or use of material from this site include the author's name and a link to this site. All links included in our material must also be included in citations. Address questions (or send millions) to: george@ure.net. | Get More! Subscribe to Peoplenomics Member National Society of Newspaper Columnists
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